The past 25 years have seen dramatic changes in ethical views regarding assisted reproductive technologies: acceptance of a simple case of IVF, frozen embryos, preimplantation diagnosis, use of donor gametes, and surrogate mothers. In spite of the changes, in my view, cloning with the intent of creation of a human being is not acceptable. It is a step too far. It is also against the law in many countries. Even if it is introduced as another step toward helping of an infertile couple, my fear is that introduction of cloning to create a human being will be counterproductive: it will cause public unrest and undermine treatment of infertile couples at large.
Cloning with the intent of producing a human being must be distinguished from the use of cloning technology used in research to find new ways of curing disease. This technology provides a powerful tool for the generation of desired cell lines with specific functions, for example, secretion of insulin or other bioactive compounds. Stem cell research belongs to this category. It gives great promise to new therapies through cell/organ transplantations and should be encouraged. Even here, creation of embryos for research is controversial-I would prefer research on spare embryos, with written informed consent of both biological parents. Here, subject to legal environment and ethical committee consent, embryo-derived cells may be cloned to produce cell lines with specific differentiated functions but not for producing cloned human beings.
